《Coke’s Commentary on the Holy Bible – 1 Timothy》(Thomas Coke)
Commentator

Thomas Coke (9 September 1747 - 2 May 1814) was the first Methodist Bishop and is known as the Father of Methodist Missions.

Born in Brecon, south Wales, his father was a well-to-do apothecary. Coke, who was only 5 foot and 1 inch tall and prone to being overweight, read Jurisprudence at Jesus College, Oxford, which has a strong Welsh tradition, graduating Bachelor of Arts, then Master of Arts in 1770, and Doctor of Civil Law in 1775. On returning to Brecon he served as Mayor in 1772.

A Commentary on the Holy Bible, six complete volumes (1801-1803), is an indepth look at the Old and New Testaments, with the following print volumes combined into the commentary here: 

· Volume 1, Genesis to Deuteronomy, 1801.

· Volume 2, Joshua to Job, 1801.

· Volume 3, Psalms to Isaiah, 1802.

· Volume 4, Jeremiah to Malachi, 1803.

· Volume 5, Matthew to Acts, 1803.

· Volume 6, Romans to Revelation, 1803. 

His numerous publications included Extracts of the Journals of the Rev. Dr. Coke's Five Visits to America (London, 1793); a life of John Wesley (1792), prepared in collaboration with Henry Mooro; A History of the West Indies (3 vols., Liverpool, 1808-11). 

Introduction

CHAP. VI. 

Of the duty of duty of servants. Not to have fellowship with new-fangled teachers. Godliness is great gain, and love of money the root of all evil. What Timothy is to flee, and what to follow; and whereof to admonish the rich. To keep the purity of true doctrine, and to avoid profane janglings. 

Anno Domini 58. 

ALTHOUGH slavery, in every form and degree, is contrary to the genius and spirit of the Christian religion, yet Christianity requires that those who, in the course of Providence, are permitted by him to be in that state, should honour and obey their masters, whether they be believers or unbelievers. The apostle therefore enjoined this duty, 1 Timothy 6:1-2.—See also 1 Corinthians 7:20-23. Colossians 3:22 assuring Timothy, that, if any person taught otherwise, he injuredthe cause of God by causing the name of God and his doctrine to be blasphemed, a doctrine which, in all points, is conformable to godliness, 1 Timothy 6:3.—and was puffed up with pride, sacrificing the great interests of Christianity to subordinate considerations, which were not essential to the salvation of fools, and gendering strife, and every evil word and work, on points which he had nothing to do with, 1 Timothy 6:4.—Next, the apostle told Timothy, that the motive which influenced such characters, among the Ephesians, was of the basest kind, the love of gain, 1 Timothy 6:5.—but that true piety, with a contented mind, is great gain, 1 Timothy 6:6.—Whereas money is not real gain. It will not contribute in the least to make men happy in the life to come. For as we brought nothing with us into the world, so it is certain, that we can carry nothing out of it, 1 Timothy 6:7.—Therefore, instead of eagerly desiring to be rich, having food and raiment we ought to be contented, 1 Timothy 6:8.—Especially as experience teaches, that they who are bent on becoming rich, expose themselves to innumerable temptations, not only in the pursuit, but in the enjoyment of riches, by the many foolish and hurtful lusts which they engender, 1 Timothy 6:9.—Hence the apostle justly calls the love of money the root of all the evil affections and actions which are in the world, 1 Timothy 6:10.—Covetousness, therefore, being both highly criminal and disgraceful in all, but, especially in the ministers of religion, the apostle ordered Timothy, as a servant of God, to flee from the love of money, and from all the vices which it occasions; and to pursue righteousness, piety, faith, charity, patience, and meekness, 1 Timothy 6:11.—and to combat strenuously the good combat of faith, by making and maintaining the good confession concerning Jesus Christ, that he is the eternal Son of God, and Son of man, 1 Timothy 6:12.—Then he charged him in the sight of God the Father, and of Jesus Christ, who himself witnessed under Pontius Pilate that confession, 1 Timothy 6:13.—to observe this commandment concerning it in an unblamable manner; whereby he would do his part in preserving the good confession of the world, till it was rendered indubitable to all by the appearing of Jesus Christ himself on earth, 1 Timothy 6:14.—whom God the Father will, at the proper time, shew to all as his eternal Son, by the glory and power with which he will send him to judge the world, 1 Timothy 6:15-16. 

But lest Timothy, from the foregoing severe condemnation of the love of money, might have inferred, that it was a crime to be rich, the apostle, to obviate that mistake, ordered him to charge the rich, not to trust in uncertain riches for their happiness, but in God who always liveth, and who bestoweth on men all their enjoyments; 1 Timothy 6:17.—and to make a proper use of their riches, by relieving the necessities of the poor, and promoting every good work; 1 Timothy 6:18.—Because, thus they will provide for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, 1 Timothy 6:19.—Lastly, to make Timothy sensible how earnest the apostle was, that he should preserve the doctrines of the gospelpure, he renewed his charge to him; and cautioned him to avoid the vain babbling of the Judaizers, and those misinterpretations of the scriptures by which they opposed the doctrine of the apostles, and which they falsely dignified with the name of knowledge, 1 Timothy 6:20. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
1 Timothy 1:1. Commandment of—Christ, which is our hope;— Appointment of—Christ our hope. 

Verse 2
1 Timothy 1:2. My own son, &c.— It is not certain from the history that Timothy was converted by St. Paul: See Acts 16:1-2. It seems therefore that he calls him his son, to express the parental affection that he had for him, and the complacency he found in that assistance which he had received from him in the work of the ministry, and in the filial reverence and affection which this excellent young minister expressed to him. Nor can we doubt but Timothy had received much confirmation in Christianity from the apostle. 

Verse 4
1 Timothy 1:4. Neither give heed to fables, &c.— Nothing can be conceived more monstrous and absurd than the fables with which the writings of the Jewish rabbies are filled. It is probable this wild romantic humour might in some measure prevail as early as the apostle's days, and may be referred to here. The Jewish Christians valued themselves very much upon their descent from Abraham and the prophets, though possibly some of them could hardly make out the whole genealogy: but if they could have done it ever so exactly, Christians were to regard no man according to the flesh, nor to reject or despise the Gentile Christians for want of such a genealogy or extraction. Holiness and love were chiefly to be looked after in a Christian: he who had these, had all that was truly valuable; and he who wanted them, was of no account in the sight of God. 

Verse 5
1 Timothy 1:5. Now the end of the commandment, &c.— "The sum and great end of the Christian doctrine, or of the gospel, is love, &c." See 1 Thessalonians 5:10. Philemon 1:2 

Verse 7
1 Timothy 1:7. Desiring to be teachers of the law;— The gospel alone was too simple a thing for the Judaizing Christians; and their partiality for the law of Moses was so great, that they not only considered the whole of it, even the ceremonial part, as obligatory upon themselves, but they would have imposed it upon the Gentile converts; though they understood not the grand design of the law with respect to the Jews, much less the freedom of the Gentile converts from any subjection to it. The law was given because of transgressions, or to restrain the Jews from idolatry and other vices, and to prepare them for the reception of the Messiah and his gospel; when therefore the gospel was come, there was no longer any occasion for that severe tutor. The word Νομοδιδασκαλος means a doctor of the law, a rabbi, or father. See Luke 5:17. Acts 5:34. 

Verse 8
1 Timothy 1:8. If a man use it lawfully;— This plainly intimates, that there were some who abused the law, borrowing a pretence from it to condemn some of the best of men, and to subvert the gospel: and whereas some have represented St. Paul as an enemy to the law, he here denies and disproves the charge. The design of the Mosaic law was to direct the conduct of those to whom it was given, to humble them under a sense of their sins, and to lead them to an atoning Saviour; but it could not be intended to save them by a perfect conformity to it, which was το αδυνατον, what the law could not do. Romans 8:3. 

Verse 9
1 Timothy 1:9. Knowing this, &c.— The apostle's thought seems to be this, "That a law in the general,—(for there is no article, as in 1 Timothy 1:8 to determine or confine it to the Jewish law)—is chiefly intended to restrain men from actions injurious to the public:" what it says, therefore,chiefly relates to crimes, and their punishments; but the genius of Christianity is so sublime, that while it brings us to an all-sufficient Saviour, it leads us to all the heights and depths of holiness and love—to a religion which is not supported by slavish fear, but governs the soul by the most liberal and noble principles which can influence and animate an intellectual being. 

Verse 10
1 Timothy 1:10. And if there be any other thing, &c.— That was sound doctrine, in St. Paul's account, which condemned wicked practices and evil tempers, and promoted holiness and love; that, therefore, must be unsound doctrine, which encourages the contrary practices, tempers, and experience: here then is a proper test or standard, given by an apostle, by which to judge of the soundness or unsoundness of any doctrine. Some read, To the sound doctrine, (1 Timothy 1:11.) which is according, &c. 

Verse 12
1 Timothy 1:12. Who hath enabled me,— "Who hath qualified me with so many, and such extraordinary spiritual gifts and miraculous powers, to enable me for so great and blessed an undertaking," See Acts 1:8. Doddridge renders it, "Who hath strengthened me for the arduous duties of such a calling." 

Verse 13
1 Timothy 1:13. But I obtained mercy, &c.— It is not to be supposed that the apostle, by saying because I did it ignorantly and in unbelief, meant that his ignorance and unbelief were deserving; or were a proper cause of his obtaining mercy: for it would be strange indeed to imagine, that there was any merit in an ignorance which was owing to a wilful rejection of the clearest means of knowledge; and in unbelief, which is itself a heinous sin, with an entail of damnation upon it, under the light of the gospel: accordingly the apostle in the next words speaks with high admiration of the grace of the Lord Jesus, as exceeding abundant towards him, who considered himself as the chief of sinners: but his ignorance and unbelief did not shut him out of the sphere of mercy, as it left him a capable subject of it, according to the grace of the gospel; whereas, had his blasphemy and persecutions been maliciously practised, contrary to his knowledge and belief of Christ's being the true Messiah, they would have amounted to the unpardonable sin. 

Verse 14
1 Timothy 1:14. With faith and love— When he was a bigotted Jew, he had no love to the Christians, or to the Gentiles, nor any true love to God; but love soon followed faith in Christ Jesus: the benevolent spirit of Christianity, accompanied with the power of divine grace, sweetened his temper, regenerated his soul, and altered his cond 

Verse 15
1 Timothy 1:15. Of whom I am chief.— As distance diminishes objects to the sight, and nearness magnifies them, so to holy men their own faults appear greater than those of others; and truth is not injured by expressions which humility suggests, because they speak their real sentiments. 

Verse 17
1 Timothy 1:17. Unto the king eternal, &c.— It has been thought that in giving such titles to the true God here, St. Paul, among various other reasons, might possibly glance at the absurdity of idolatrous Ephesus, in worshipping such a visible corruptible image as that of Diana. The apostle therefore plainly intimated, that God is God alone, and there is none besides him. 

Verse 18
1 Timothy 1:18. According to the prophesies, &c.— "That according to the predictions made concerning you, you may exert yourself with success in this conflict" See Ch. 1 Timothy 4:14. 

Verse 19
1 Timothy 1:19. Holding faith and a good conscience;— "Retaining the great principles of the Christian faith in power, and with it the exercise of a good conscience." 

Verse 20
1 Timothy 1:20. Of whom is Hymeneus and Alexander;— Probably this Alexander is the person mentioned Acts 19:33 who might become worse and worse after St. Paul's departure from Ephesus, emboldened whereto by his absence: so that the apostle might now be determined to deliver him up to Satan; that is,—according to the extraordinary apostolic power with which God had invested him for such purposes,—to inflict upon him certain pains and evils which might possibly under divine grace reclaim him. See 2 Timothy 2:17-18; 2 Timothy 4:14. 

Inferences.—How solemn and important, honourable and delightful, is the trust which God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ have committed to gospel-ministers! how thankful should they be for it, and how desirous of an abundance of grace and mercy from these Divine Persons, to help, pity, and prosper them, that they may be supported under their numerous trials from without and from within, and enabled to be faithful in their Lord's work, according to the qualifications that he has given them, and the reasonable expectations which they afford. They may indeed meet with many virulent and subtile adversaries; some, furious persecutors like Paul before his conversion; others, apostates like Hymeneus and Alexander; and others, who would propagate fabulous traditions and strange doctrines, and introduce doubtful disputations and vain janglings, to the overthrowing of the faith of many, instead of promoting spiritual edification. But as all such are to be shunned and rejected, while the truly sincere and pious are to be affectionately loved as genuine children in the faith, with what courage may the servants of Christ stand to their charge, in which they are called to war a good warfare! and with what pleasure may they recommend the glorious gospel of the blessed God, in hopes that other sinners, by their preaching, may embrace the same offers and the same grace which have been proposed and bestowed upon them! for they well know, and can assure all around them, on the credit of a divine testimony, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save even the chief of sinners. O wondrous, superabounding grace! It turns the hearts, and pardons the sins of blasphemers, persecutors, and injurious persons, and frees them from the condemnation of the law, which does not stand in force against those who are righteous through faith in Christ, but only against obstinate, impenitent unbelievers, who persist in ungodliness and immorality, which are forbidden by the good and holy law of God, and are equally contrary to the sound doctrine of the gospel. But how should sinners tremble at the thought of continuing to oppose and reject the gospel, and of making a wrong use of the law: and how solicitous should preachers and hearers be, that they may live under the power of evangelical love, as proceeding from a sanctified heart; and also, that unfeigned faith and a good conscience may be always preserved together; lest, by violating conscience, they soon make shipwreck of faith! and with what gratitude and praise should all who are experimentally acquainted with Christ, according to the gospel revelation of him, unite their adorations of him, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, as he in his divine nature is inseparably, one with them, the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God! to whom be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, We have in this chapter, 

1. The apostolical inscription. Paul an apostle of Jesus Christ, to bear a special witness to him; who was not invested with this office by the authority of men; but was called by Christ himself to fulfil it among the Gentiles, not according to his own deserts, but according to the grace, commandment, and pleasure of God the Father—sends greeting; and the beloved Timothy, a faithful brother in the ministry, concurs in all that is hereafter written. 

2. His salutation. Grace, mercy, and peace, be with you, from God our Father, in whose love we have a common interest; and Jesus Christ our Lord, who bought us with his blood, and called us to the obedience of the faith. 

3. He reminds him of the design that he had in leaving him at Ephesus, and exhorts him to be faithful to his charge. As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus when I went into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine; even those Judaizing teachers, who would corrupt the simplicity of the gospel; be faithful to thy trust, and warn the people to beware of these seducers; neither to give heed to fables, their absurd traditions, and endless genealogies; affecting to trace up their descent from Abraham and the patriarchs, and valuing themselves highly on such an ancestor; which minister questions, and endless disputes, rather than godly edifying, which is in faith. Note; (1.) Unedifying disputes about unessential matters have the most pernicious tendency to destroy vital religion. (2.) There can be no true godliness, but what springs from faith as its principle. (3.) Ministers must watch over the flock, and guard them from the inroads of error, as well as impiety. (4.) Broachers of new doctrines, contrary to the fundamental articles of faith, should receive from the bishops of the church deserved rebuke. 

2nd, Having repeated the charge before given to Timothy, concerning the deluding teachers, he 

1. Directs him what end he should aim at, the preservation of the church's peace. Now the end of the commandment, (either of the moral law, or of the gospel, or of the charge which the apostle had given him,) is to promote charity, or love towards God and man, flowing out of a pure heart, sanctified by the blessed Spirit; and of a good conscience, purged from dead works by the blood of sprinkling, and of faith unfeigned, the radical grace, whence love and every other divine temper spring: from all which some having swerved, and wandering wide of the mark, have turned aside unto vain jangling, trifling questions, and idle disputes; desiring to be teachers of the law; setting up for great wisdom, as interpreters of it, and zealous to urge the observation of its rites upon the Gentiles, as necessary to salvation; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm; real strangers to its spiritual nature, use, and design. Note; (1.) Love in the heart is the great preservative from all disputes and dissensions. (2.) It is a sad consideration, when ignorant men intrude into the ministry, strangers to the oracles of God, and unacquainted with all the truths themselves in which they pretend to instruct others. 

2. The right use of the law is here declared. But, however abused it may be, we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully, and apply it to the purposes for which God gave it,—to convince the conscience of sin; to be a schoolmaster to lead us to Christ; and, though ceasing to be a covenant of works, yet continuing to be a rule and law of duty, according to which God will proceed in his judgment at the last day: knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, nor does the damning sentence of it lie against any faithful soul; but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, who with daring impenitence and wilful obstinacy transgress it, &c. and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; all which, and every other crime, the law condemns; and the judgment denounced by the law is according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust; there being the most perfect agreement in this respect between the law and the gospel, which condemns all ungodliness, and teaches us to live righteously, soberly, and godly in this present evil world. Note; The gospel is an awful glorious trust; and while we bless God for the honour that he puts upon us in committing it to our charge, we need tremble for ourselves, lest we should be found unfaithful. 

3rdly, The apostle with deep gratitude acknowledges the distinguishing favour shewn him of God, not only in calling him to the knowledge of his grace, but in putting him in trust with the gospel, and qualifying him for the discharge of it. I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry. Note; (1.) 

None are Christ's ministers, but those whom he puts into their office. (2.) Whom he calls, he qualifies for the discharge of their ministry. (3.) Want of ministerial abilities is a sure proof that men run without being sent. 

1. The apostle humbly owns the dreadful state out of which by divine grace he was called; who was before a blasphemer of Christ and his gospel, and a persecutor of his people, and injurious, branding the Christian name with every malignant aspersion. Note; (1.) The depth of our guilt serves to magnify but the more the riches of divine grace in our pardon and salvation. (2.) True converts are ever ready to take shame to themselves, and to own their former abominations with deep regret. 

2. God had mercy on him; But I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief; I did it not against knowledge, for I verily thought I ought to do many things against the name of Jesus, Acts 26:9 and yet, notwithstanding this, the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant, beyond all conception wonderful, that it should be extended to such a wretch as me; with faith, and love, which is in Christ Jesus, and which in the richest measure the Lord was pleased to bestow upon my soul. So that from the happiest experience I can now declare, that this is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief: none, therefore, after the mercy which I have received, need despair. Howbeit, notwithstanding my enormous guilt, for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first, or the chief of sinners, Jesus Christ might shew forth all long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting; encouraging the vilest to hope and return to him, as being still willing and able to save to the uttermost. Note; (1.) Unbelief is at the bottom of every evil. (2.) The chief of sinners may be saved as freely as the least: those only perish, who will not come to Christ that they may have life. (3.) They who are discouraged under a sense of the greatness of their sins, should remember those who have already found mercy, and from the deepest crimes have risen to the greatest heights of grace; witness David, Manasseh, Peter, and this apostle. 

4thly, The apostle repeats his charge to Timothy. This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophets which went before on thee, which held thee forth as one who would be called to an eminent station in the church of God; that, remembering these things, thou mightest be quickened to correspond therewith, and by them mightest war a good warfare; as a faithful soldier of Christ, manfully fighting under his banner against sin and error; holding faith, firmly attached to the purity of the gospel doctrines, and maintaining a good conscience, void of offence towards God and man; which some having put away, rejected and thrust from them, concerning faith have made shipwreck, and apostatized from the life of God; of whom is Hymeneus and Alexander, those notorious heretics, whom I have delivered unto Satan; by my apostolic power assigning them over to that tormentor, to inflict upon them severe chastisement; that they may learn not to blaspheme, and that by their sufferings they may be brought to a conviction of their sins, or, at least, be so terrified, as not to dare any longer to persist in their horrid blasphemies. Note; (1.) We are now engaged in a dangerous warfare, and the ministers of Christ especially will meet with the strongest opposition. We have need therefore to hold fast by him who is our strength, that we may stand in the evil day. (2.) None usually turn out so dreadfully, and become such horrid blasphemers, as those who apostatize from the genuine doctrines of the gospel, and from the experience of true religion. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 4
1 Timothy 2:4. Who will have all men to be saved,— It is here asserted by an inspired apostle, that God desireth the salvation of all men; and, in order to their bring capable of higher degrees of glory and happiness, would have them embrace the gospel, wherever it is preached, and become members of his preparatory kingdom. This is a pleasing thought, and cannot but be highly grateful to all benevolent minds: and if it should be inquired, "Why then are not all men saved?—Is not God infinite in power? Cannot he effect what he desires?"—The proper answer would be, that God is undoubtedly infinite in power, and therefore able to do whatsoever he pleases; but, that his manner of dealing with intelligent creatures, and with the inanimate part of the creation, is very different; because the state of the creatures themselves is very different. In the natural, or inanimate world, God, by his mighty power, effecteth whatever he desireth; and therein he acts according to the nature of inanimate things, which are entirely passive: but should he act after the same manner with intelligent beings, to whom, through his grace, he gives the offer of eternal happiness or eternal misery, heaven or hell, he woulddestroy their make; and treat them like what they are not, mere inanimate and passive creatures;—a thing whichinfinite wisdom can never do. Should he attempt to force sinners to become penitent and holy, the very force would destroy the nature of their holiness, and render it as improper to reward them, as it would be to reward a clock for going right, when all the wheels, and springs, and weights, were in their due order and situation. And if God sincerely desire the salvation of all, it is necessary that so wise and good a Being should in the present state of mankind, who are by nature dead in trespasses and sins, and children of wrath, offer to all, such a measure of his grace, as is sufficient to bring all who duly improve it to the eternal enjoyment of himself in glory: without which, indeed it is not easy to see how the wicked, who finally perish, can be left without excuse. But when he deals with intelligent beings in this stateof trial according to the use or abuse of his free grace, which alone gives them a free choice,—a power to stand or fall; it is not difficult to account for the perishing of such multitudes, even though God would have all men to be saved. The declaration of the divine benevolence to all mankind, is here subjoined as a reason why the Christians were to pray for all men: if God was ready to save them, surely they ought to be ready to pray for them. But it was also peculiarlydesigned as an oblique reproof ofthe Judaizing Christians, for their bigotry to their own nation, and their contempt of the Gentile Christians, or Gentiles in general. St. Paul here lets them know, that GOD judgeth otherwise, and therefore they ought to do so. He makes no distinction under the gospel between Jew and Gentile; and they ought to imitate the divine benevolence. 

Verse 5
1 Timothy 2:5. The man Christ Jesus;— Christ's being styled man, when spoken of as the Mediator between God and men, is no more an argument against his being also God, in the discharge of that office; than its being at other times said, that, "the Lord of glory was crucified, and God purchased the church with his own blood," (l Cor. 1 Timothy 2:8. Acts 20:28.), is an argument against his being man, in his sufferings and bloodshed: and as he is expressly called the one mediator, this must exclude all others, such as saints and angels, which the papists set up, and idolatrously worship as their mediators; in like manner as the heathens had set up many mediators, to pacify and intercede with their superior gods. 

Verse 6
1 Timothy 2:6. Who gave himself— That is, cheerfully and willingly. See John 10:18. For all, is added for the same reason as all men in 1 Timothy 2:4. To be testified in due time, is, according to the Greek, a testimony to his own times. Jesus Christ is called a faithful witness, Revelation 1:5 and is said to have witnessed before Pilate a good confession; 1 Timothy 6:13. Some would connect this with the next verse thus;—A ransom for all: a doctrine to be borne witness to in due time; of which I am appointed a preacher, &c. See 2 Timothy 1:11. 

Verse 7
1 Timothy 2:7. (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;)— St. Paul uses such solemnity in asserting this doctrine, because the Jews were so much averse to it, and were ready to charge his preaching the gospel among the Gentiles, either upon the want of a due regard to his own nation, or some view of avarice or ambition; looking upon the Gentiles as the most detestable creatures, and probably growing more inveterate against them in proportion to the degree in which theywere compelled to permit them to dwell in their own holy land, and often to associate with them. 

Verse 8
1 Timothy 2:8. Lifting up holy hands, &c.— The lifting up of hands in prayer was a very antient custom. See Exodus 17:11. Psalms 134:2; Psalms 141:2. Isaiah 1:15. Lamentations 3:41. The expression of holy hands may allude to the custom of washing their hands before solemn prayer, which prevailed among the Jews; that they might hereby express their desire of inward purity: and the caution against wrath might be more suitable, as the manyinjuries which the Christians received from their persecutors, might tempt them to some imprecations against them, not agreeable to the gentle and benign genius of their holy religion. The apostle might likewise have a view to those imprecatory prayers which the Jews made use of against the Christians,—of which some forms are still extant in their ritual. In this sense the apostle may be understood as endeavouring to restrain all Christians from copying so malignant a temper. Some render the phrase χωρις διαλογισμου, without debate, disputing, or contention; but the common interpretation seems preferable, as it suggests another very important thought, different from that inferred by the word wrath; namely, the absolute necessity of faith in prayer. 

Verse 9-10
1 Timothy 2:9-10. In like manner also,— Dr. Heylin reads the verses thus: And also that the women [in your assemblies] be dressed decently, adorning themselves with bashfulness and sobriety; not with broidered hair, &c. 1 Timothy 2:10 but with good works, as it becometh women professing piety; that is, the Christian religion. The apostle often uses piety or godliness as synonimous with Christianity. See 1 Timothy 2:2. Estius observes, that this discourse concludes with yet stronger force against all foppery in men. 

Verse 12
1 Timothy 2:12. I suffer not a woman to teach,— The apostle must be understood as limiting this restraint to public assemblies. See 1 Corinthians 14:35. 

Verse 13
1 Timothy 2:13. Adam was first formed,— It is plain that the apostle does not mean to put the whole of his argument upon the priority of the man's creation in point of time; for, on that principle, the birds and beasts would have the pre-eminence even of Adam; but he refers only to the human species, and to the regard which God expressed for the ease and comfort of man, by making the woman to be his helpmate and companion. So that it is the same thought, in fewer words, which is expressed more fully, 1 Corinthians 11:8-9. The man was not created for the woman, but the woman for the man. 

Verse 14
1 Timothy 2:14. And Adam was not deceived,— Not first deceived. The apostle hereby seems to intimate, that the tempter chose to make his first attack on the woman, as being, even in her original and most glorious state, the inferior, and consequently less fit in future life to take the lead in important affairs. The verse may be paraphrased thus: "It is further to be recollected, that, at the fatal entrance of sin into the world, Adam was not immediately deceived by the fraud of the serpent; but that artful seducer chose to begin his attack on the woman; who, being deceived by him, was firstinthetransgression,andprevailed upon Adam by her solicitations to offend. Now it should be a humbling consideration to all her daughters, that their sex was so greatly concerned in the introduction of guilt and misery, and make them less forward in attempting to be guides to others, after such a miscarriage." 

Verse 15
1 Timothy 2:15. Notwithstanding, she shall be saved in child-bearing,— Many and various are the interpretations of this obscure passage. Mr. Locke understands it of being carried safely through child-bearing; which sense Dr. Whitby endeavours to illustrate at large. See on Romans 7:5. 1 Corinthians 3:15. Dr. Benson observes, "Having intimated that the man was superior by creation, and the subjection of the woman increased by the fall, the apostle here declares, that if the Christian women continued in holiness and charity, the curse pronounced upon the fall, Genesis 3:16 would be removed or mitigated." Instead of in child-bearing, some render the Greek, by child-birth; namely, by the birth of the Messiah; an interpretation, which Dr. Doddridge adopts, "as, on attentive deliberation, the most probable." His paraphrase is as follows: "Yet, let them not be despised or upbraided on this account; considering, on the other side, thatshe was also happily instrumentalin producing the great promised Seed, (Genesis 3:15.) who was derived from a woman without any human father; and so they shall be saved, as I may say, by child-birth, if there be a suitable readiness not only to profess, but to obey the gospel:—if they continue, &c." See the Introduction to this chapter. 

Inferences. How abundantly richer are the privileges of believers under the gospel dispensation than under the Mosaic! and this glorious dispensation has been offered both to Jews and Gentiles, high and low, greater and lesser sinners, in a far more extensive manner than the other was: and, blessed be God! multitudes have come under this high dispensation to the saving knowledge of Christ, who is the only Mediator between the offended God and offending man; and who freely gave himself up to death, as a price of redemption, to satisfy divine justice for all that will perseveringly believe in him, to save them from sin, and from the wrath to come. What a blessed and encouraging ground of hope, and of prayer, does this chapter afford for kings, and governors, and people; that, by the means of a gospel-ministry, which Christ has appointed to testify his atoning death, they may be brought to know and believe in him, though at present they be strangers and enemies to him! and how pleasing to God is it, that Christians, on all occasions, whenever they are engaged in divine worship, without regard to any distinction of places, be importunate in prayer and hearty in thanksgivings, for their political governors, for they are ordained of God for the good of the community, that, under their protection and favour, we may live in quiet possession of our religious and civil rights, and have full liberty for the discharge of all moral and Christian duties! 

Women, as well as men, are to behave with decency in public worship, like persons professing godliness: they ought not to deck themselves with splendid attire; they ought not to set their hearts on fine and sumptuous dress, but on the infinitely richer and brighter ornaments of virtue and grace, and abounding in every good work: and remembering the rank in which God has placed their sex by the laws of creation; and after the fall, in which the woman was first in the transgression, they should take heed of every thing that looks like an affectation of superiority over the man, and be silent learners with due subjection, and not preachers in the church: and as ever they would be comforted under the dismal effects of the fall, and be carried safe through the sorrows and dangers of child-bearing, and get at last to heaven, it behoves them to live in the exercise of faith and love, chastity, holiness, and sobriety: for, blessed be God, here is a promise of rich mercy to such. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, The apostle exhorts, 

1. That supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made in the church for all ranks and conditions of men; particularly for kings, and for all that are in authority, the inferior magistrates, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, protected from all violence and injuries; and, in all godliness and honesty, evincing our unfeigned piety to God, and our unimpeached integrity towards men. 

2. He suggests the strongest reasons to support his exhortations. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who enjoins universal charity, and will have all men to be saved; as many of all nations, ranks, and conditions, Gentiles as well as Jews, high and low, rich and poor, as will accept of his salvation, and yield to be saved by grace; and, in order thereunto, has sent out his gospel to call them, that they may come to the knowledge of the truth, by the faith of which only salvation can be obtained. For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who, though very God, hath taken our nature into personal union with himself, and, in his glorified body, stands as the alone Mediator before the throne, to make the persons, prayers, and services of his believing people accepted: Who gave himself a ransom all, paying down the price of our redemption in the drops of his own most precious blood, and thereby making a full satisfaction to divine justice for sinners of every condition and degree, as was foretold by the prophets, and to be testified in due time to all nations. Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, by a divine commission, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not, as the heart-searching God doth bear me witness), a teacher of the Gentiles, to whom especially I am sent, in faith and verity, to bring them to the true faith of Christ; and this office I labour to discharge with all simplicity and faithfulness. Note; (1.) It is God's will that we should pray for others as well as for ourselves. (2.) Our encouragement to draw near to a throne of grace is this, that we have one Mediator there, who ever liveth to make intercession for us. (3.) Since Jesus hath paid, and God hath accepted the ransom, all that perseveringly plead it, have a right to the eternal redemption thereby provided. (4.) It is an inestimable blessing to enjoy the light of the gospel, and to sit under the ministry of those who preach it in faith and verity. 

3. He directs them how to pray. I will therefore that men, who bear the Christian name, pray every where; not confined to any particular place, since God is alike present in all; in the closet, in the family, as well as in the great congregation: only when we draw near to him, if we would obtain acceptance, we must be found lifting up holy hands, not polluted with allowed sin, but washed in the atoning Blood, without wrath and doubting; since harboured malice, unbelieving distrust of God, and a contentious spirit, must necessarily destroy the efficacy of prayer. 

2nd, The apostle directs how women professing godliness should behave, 

1. With modesty. In like manner also that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety: not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; but (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works. What a contrast to this description are our manners! Yet the truly gracious woman will still think modesty her brightest ornament; and when fashion imposes ought that is fantastical, extravagant, or immodest, will dare to disobey. 

2. Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection; not presuming to be speakers in the house of God, but hearers; for I suffer not a woman to teach in public, nor to usurp authority over the man, by that or any other instance of affected superiority; but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve, from his side (Genesis 2:21.), to denote her inferiority. And Adam was not deceived by the serpent, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression; and he, seduced by her, or out of fond affection determined to die with her, wilfully followed her example. Notwithstanding she shall be saved in child-bearing, amidst all the anguish which flows from the sentence pronounced on her (Genesis 3:16); and through that child which is born of woman, the adored Immanuel, she shall obtain everlasting salvation; if they continue in faith and charity, and holiness with sobriety, and prove themselves, and continue living members of Christ, in whom there is no difference between male or female, but both are alike called to partake of his grace and glory. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 2
1 Timothy 3:2. A bishop then must be blameless,— With respect to his moral character. The priests under the law were to be without bodily infirmities, Leviticus 21:16; Leviticus 21:24. The bishops in the Christian church are to be of unblemished hearts and lives, Titus 1:6-7.—the husband of one wife; that is, "one who has not causelessly divorced his wife, and married another;" much less ought he to have more than one wife at a time. See 1 Timothy 3:12. Some understand the apostle here as prohibiting second marriages in the clergy; but the interpretation above given appears the most just and reasonable. 

Which way soever the sentence be interpreted, it plainly condemns the practice of the church of Rome, which allows not bishops or clergy to marry at all: surely that can never be consistent with a bishop's being the husband of one wife.—We have in the course of this commentary, frequently observed, that in the Eastern country there were few houses of public entertainment; and therefore, though hospitality is at all times highly commendable in all, and especially in bishops and ministers of the gospel, there was the more necessity that the houses of bishops should at that time be famed for it, and always open to such as travelled about in order to spread the gospel 

Verse 3
1 Timothy 3:3. No striker, &c.— Instead of no striker, Dr. Heylin reads, not violent;—not a lover of contention, or one who has so little government of himself, as passionately to fly out against others. 

Verse 4
1 Timothy 3:4-5. One that ruleth well his own house,— One that was a good προισταμενος, president, over his own family: which was one of the qualifications necessary for ο επισκοπος, an inspector or bishop over the church of GOD. 

Verse 6
1 Timothy 3:6. Not a novice, &c.— ΄η νεοφυτον ; "Not one lately engrafted into the Christian church;" He had said before, 1 Timothy 3:2. That a bishop ought to be one who is apt to teach; and consequently he must have taught for some time as an elder, or filled some office in the church, whereby his aptness to teach might appear. On the phrase "the condemnation of the devil," we would observe that Satan might graft many dangerous temptations not only on the man's pride, but on the evil report which he might have incurred by any scandal before he entered on the ministry; either attempting to draw him to the commission of former evils, from an apprehension that he had very little reputation to lose by a new fall; or weakening his hands in efforts of usefulness, by a fear, that the remembrance of those past irregularities would render his attempts less effectual:—thoughts worthy the consideration of all who design themselves for the ministry; and especially to be recollected, when persons who have been remarkably profligate, are desirous of undertaking it, or returning to it. 

Verse 7
1 Timothy 3:7. Lest he fall into reproach, &c.— Lest, the unbelieving Jews or Gentiles being able to blast his reputation, he fall into the reproach and snare of the accuser, for the bad life he led before his conversion. "For the Christian church will flourish or decay very much, according to the character or behaviour of its bishops or pastors." See 1 Thessalonians 4:12. 

Verse 9
1 Timothy 3:9. Holding the mystery of the faith, &c.— The deacons were to be such as held the mystery of the pure and unmixed Christian faith, and that held it in a good conscience, and would be ready openly to profess it: men of integrity, and of charity towards both Gentile and Jewish Christians,and who were not for imposing upon the one or the other. See Galatians 2:2. Ephes 1:9 and Ephesians 3:1-11. 

Verse 10
1 Timothy 3:10. Let them use the office, &c.— Let them exercise. 

Verse 11
1 Timothy 3:11. Even so must their wives be grave,— There was as much reason that this should extend to the wives of bishops also; and as he begins the next verse with let the deacons, that is to say, as well as the bishops, be the husbands of one wife,—perhaps he might so design it. These wives were not to slander any body, and especially not to blast the characters of the poor to their husbands, and so cut them off from the charitable relief of the church. The deacons themselves are required, 1 Timothy 3:8 not to be sordidly covetous; and here their wives are ordered to be faithful in all things. These orders might be given, partly, to prevent their being tempted, or falling into the temptation of embezzling the public money. See Acts 6:1. &c. 

Verse 13
1 Timothy 3:13. Purchase to themselves a good degree,— Acquire for themselves an honourable degree, [that of presbyter or bishop,] and great assurance in preaching the Christian faith. See Heylin. The apostle alludes here to the practice of electing the deacons from the best among the laity; the priests or elders from the best among the deacons; and the rulers or bishops from the best among the priests or elders.—Where the unbelieving Jews were so virulent, and the Gentiles so much exasperated by Demetrius and his company, there was a necessity for great boldness and fortitude; especially in the officers of the Christian church, who are generally the first exposed to persecution. 

Verse 15
1 Timothy 3:15. The house of God, which is the church, &c.— Dr. Benson renders this, that thou, who art the ground and pillar of the truth, mightest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the church of God. Dr. Doddridge observes, that though many good critics refer this descriptive clause to Timothy, agreeably to that figure by which St. Peter is called a pillar, Galatians 2:9. (compare Revelation 3:12.) yet he thinks, had this been the construction, the accusative case would have been used to agree with the word σε, understood; and therefore he chooses to read the sentence as follows: "That so the whole system of evangelical truth may be considered as resting on this pillar and basis, (as the word εδραιωμα may signify;) that thou mayest know how it becomes thee to converse in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth: 1 Timothy 3:16. And confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness, namely, what follows; that God was manifested, &c."—Bengelius and others understand the passage nearly in the same manner. 

Verse 16
1 Timothy 3:16. God was manifest in the flesh, &c.— See the parallel passages: The Word, that was God, dwelt among us; and we have seen his glory, John 1:1; John 1:14. He was manifested, and came in the flesh, who was the Son of God, 1 John 3:5; 1 John 3:8; 1 John 4:2. He who was in the form of God, and thought it not robbery to be equal with God, was made in the likeness of men, Philippians 2:6-7. He who is over all, God blessed for ever, was also of the seed of David according to the flesh, Romans 9:5.—He was justified by the Spirit, as doing those miracles on earth, by which he justified his mission against all the accusations of the Jews, by the Spirit of God, Matthew 12:28 being declared to be the Son of God with power, by the Spirit of holiness, Romans 1:3-4 by sending down that Spirit after his ascension into heaven, Acts 2:33 which he had promised to his disciples upon earth, and by which the world was convinced of his righteousness, John 16:10.—He was seen of the angels, who at his entrance into the world did worship him, Hebrews 1:6 who celebrated his birth, and gave notice of it to the shepherds, Luke 2:9; Luke 2:13 who ministered to him in the desart, Matthew 4:11 and in his agonies, Luke 22:43; Luke 24:4 who were present at his resurrection, and attended him at his ascension into heaven, Acts 1:10.—The whole history of the gospel shews, that he was preached to the Gentiles, and believed on in the world.—And, lastly, he was received up into heaven, and sat at the right hand of Majesty in glory, Mark 16:19. Luke 24:51. Acts 1:2; Acts 1:11. 

Inferences.—What a high esteem should we have of the churches which God has erected in our world—churches, which he, as the living God, animates by his Spirit, and dwells in as in his own house! What suitable officers has he appointed to attend their spiritual and temporal concerns! and what admirable directions has he given concerning them, that no person unqualified may be chosen to such important stations, and none may misbehave in them! How good and honourable, and yet laborious a work is it, to have the oversight of souls and their spiritual concerns! but how many are the excellent qualifications necessary for it! Persons called to this office, ought to be skilful in the work of righteousness, not raw upstarts, but fit to teach others, lest they be puffed up with pride, which was the sin and ruin of the devil: they should be men of blameless morals, of prudence, faithfulness, and gravity, generosity and affability, in every relation in life; keeping the families and children under their care in good order, and governing their own passions and appetites, tongues and hands, with moderation and decency, lest they fall into reproach, and Satan and his emissaries take an advantage against them. And in how many things should deacons, together with their wives, copy after them? They should hold the mystery of the faith in a good conscience, and be very exact in their morals: and the more diligent, faithful, prudent and compassionate they are in discharging the duties of their trust, the higher honour and esteem they will rise to in the church, and the more courageous will they grow in the profession of their faith in Christ. Happy souls, that are enabled to act up to all these characters and duties in their respective stations! but how careful should they be, that the church may not sink for want of having the truth of the gospel for its foundation and support! Oh the unfathomable depth, importance, and glory of the great mystery of godliness, as it shines forth in God manifested in the flesh to make atonement for sin; raised from the dead for the justification of his person and cause, and of believers in him; beheld, witnessed to, and adored by the holy angels in his ascension to heaven; preached with wide extent to the Gentile world, and believed on by multitudes of them, who received him in a glorious manner, suitable to his own exaltation, as God-man Mediator on his throne! 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, Timothy being left to preside over and regulate the affairs of the Ephesian church, the apostle gives him directions concerning those who should be ordained to ministerial offices among them. 

This is a true saying, If a man, inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost, desire the office of a bishop, or overseer of the church of Christ, he desireth a good work: the post is most honourable and important, yet withal most laborious, and requires singular qualifications for the right discharge thereof. A bishop then must, (1.) Be blameless; his morals irreproachable, and his character able to bear the nicest scrutiny. (2.) If he be not single, let him be the husband of one wife; who has never given a divorce in order to marry again, nor lives in polygamy. (3.) He must be vigilant over the souls committed to his care, and habitually resident among them. (4.) Sober, moderate in the use of every creature comfort, and temperate in all things. (5.) Of good behaviour; courteous, engaging, prudent, edifying. (6.) Given to hospitality; ready to relieve strangers, and assist the necessitous. (7.) Apt to teach; furnished with Christian knowledge and experience, and possessing the faculty of communicating his sentiments with ease and propriety for the improvement of others. (8.) Not given to wine; not merely no drunkard, but never sitting long at the cups, or loving the glass. (9.) No striker; not passionate or quarrelsome. (10.) Not greedy of filthy lucre, and suspected of attachment to earthly gains and advantages; but (11.) Patient; a pattern of meekness and long-suffering. (12.) Not a brawler; clamorous, contentious, and talkative: nor, (13.) covetous; seeking the fleece more than to feed the flock, and serving for hire, rather than for the love of men's souls. (14.) One that ruleth well his own house, with due discipline and authority; having his children in subjection with all gravity: for if a man know not how to rule his own house, and so behave there as to preserve order and decorum, how shall he take care of the church of God, where so much difficulty may be expected, and so much more prudence is necessary? (15.) Not a novice, and but lately acquainted with, and converted to, the faith of Christ; lest being lifted up with pride, thrusting himself arrogantly into an office for which he is not qualified, and ambitious of human honour, or popular applause, he fall into the condemnation of the devil, and sink the deeper from the height whereunto he affected to soar. (16.) Moreover, he must have a good report of them which are without; his conduct unsullied with any thing which would be an obstruction to his ministry; lest he fall into reproach, and grow contemptible, and into the snare of the devil. 

Ere any man appears a candidate for the ministry, let him solemnly consider these things. It is not ease, or honour, or gain, or a genteel employment, that should lead us into the service: these are motives dishonourable, unhallowed, impious. Zeal for God, disinterested love of souls, must warm our bosoms, and unreserved devotedness of ourselves to Christ must mark each step. And, Who is sufficient for these things, may we well say? The best qualified will be most conscious how short they come, and be looking constantly up to him who hath promised, Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Matthew 28:20. 

2nd, We have, 

1. The character of the deacons, whose office it was chiefly to take care of the outward matters of the church, assist the presbyters in their ministerial duties, provide for the poor, and manage the public stock. 

(1.) They must be grave, men of venerable deportment. (2.) Not double-tongued; warping the truth to please in different companies, and speaking with dissimulation. (3.) Not given to much wine, but persons of exemplary temperance. (4.) Not greedy of filthy lucre, lest they be tempted to embezzle the church's stock. (5.) Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience; cleaving steadily to the simplicity of the gospel doctrines, and adorning them by a becoming conversation. (6.) And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless; having undergone a proper examination, and being approved, let them be invested with their office. (7.) Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, avoiding all divorce and polygamy; ruling their children and their own houses well; setting them a good example, and maintaining due order and regularity. For they that have used the office of a deacon well, with fidelity and diligence, true to the trust committed unto them, purchase to themselves a good degree of honour and respect in the church, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus; God blessing such fidelity with an increase of grace, and greater openness and freedom in the profession of the gospel before men. 

2. The character of the deacons' wives. Even so must their wives be grave, in manners, dress, speech, and deportment: not slanderers; speaking evil of persons behind their backs, and sowing discord in the church: sober, free from excess: faithful in all things, that they may be a credit to their husbands, and adorn their station. 

3rdly, Though he hoped to be with Timothy at Ephesus shortly, yet, lest the Lord should call him elsewhere, he had sent the above directions. These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: but if I tarry long, and arrive not so soon as I purpose, I have sent this epistle, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth; which last words some refer to the church, where the truth is held forth as an inscription written on a pillar, and maintained with all steadfastness: others to Timothy himself, who was a firm pillar in that church: but perhaps, best of all, they may be referred to Christ himself, the living God, abiding in his own temple, and its true foundation and support. And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness, especially in the following particulars: God was manifest in the flesh, and took our nature upon him: justified in the Spirit, when by his resurrection he was declared free from every charge, and God's justice fully satisfied: seen of angels, when, triumphant, he ascended to the throne of majesty on high amid their acclamations: preached unto the Gentiles, as a Saviour to the uttermost, and freely inviting them to partake of all the blessings of his gospel: believed on in the world, both by Jews and Gentiles, notwithstanding the ignominy of his cross: received up into glory, to possess the reward of his sufferings. Note; (1.) The all-sufficiency of the atonement of Jesus depends upon the divine glory of his person. He who suffered on the cross was very God as well as man. (2.) This is among the mysteries of godliness, where reason must bow down, and faith adore. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1-2
1 Timothy 4:1-2, Now the Spirit, &c.— This passage, perhaps, would be better translated, But the Spirit speaketh expressly. He had before been speaking of the mystery of godliness, ch. 1 Timothy 3:16 and now he proceeds to speak of the mystery of iniquity in opposition to it: But the Spirit, &c. I. The first thing to be considered is, the apostacy here predicted, "Some shall depart, or rather apostatize, from the faith." An apostacy from the faith, may be total or partial; either when we renounce the whole, or when we deny some principal and essential article of it. It is not every error, which makes an apostacy from the faith: it is a revolt in a principal and essential article,—as, for instance, when we worship God by any image or representation, or when we worship other beings besides God, and pray unto other mediators besides the one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus. This is the very essence of Christian worship, to worship the one true God, through the one true Christ;and to worship any other god, or any other mediator, is apostacy, and rebellion against God. Such is the nature of the apostacy from the faith here alluded to by the apostle;—and it is implied, that this apostacy should be general, and affect great numbers. For though it be said only some shall apostatize; yet, by some, in this place, many are understood. The original word frequently signifies a multitude; and there are abundant instances in scripture where it is used in that sense, as the reader will perceive from John 6:64; John 6:66. Romans 11:17. 1 Corinthians 10:5. This apostacy may be general and extensive, and include many, but not all. II. It is more particularly shewn wherein the apostacy should consist, in thefollowing words: Giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; or rather, doctrines concerning demons; where the genitive case is not to be taken actively, as if demons were the authors of these doctrines; (though these seducing spirits had a principal concern in introducing them;) but passively, as if demons were the subjects of these doctrines. In Jeremiah 10:8. Acts 13:12. Hebrews 6:2 the genitive case is used in this manner; and by the same construction doctrines of demons, are doctrines about or concerning demons. This is therefore a prophesy, that the idolatrous theology of demons professed by the Gentiles, would be revived among Christians. Demons, according to the theology of the Gentiles, were middle powers between the gods and mortal men, and were regarded as mediators and agents between the gods and men. Of these demons there were accounted two kinds; one kind were the souls of men, deified or canonized after death; the other kind were such as had never been the souls of men, nor ever dwelt in mortal bodies. These latter demons may be paralleled with angels, as the former may with canonized saints; and as we Christians believe there are good and evil angels, so did the Gentiles that there were good and evil demons. The doctrines of demons then, according to this prophesy, which prevailed so long in the heathen world, were to be revived and established in the Christian church: and is not the worship of saints and angels now in all respects the same, that the worship of demons was in former times? The name is only different, the thing is identically the same. The heathens looked upon their demons as mediators and intercessors between God and men: and are not the saints and angels regarded in the same light by many professed Christians? The promoters of this worship were sensible that it was the same, and that the one succeeded the other; and, as the worship is the same, so likewise is it performed with the same ceremonies. Nay, the very same temples, the very same altars, the very same images, which once were consecrated to Jupiter and the other demons, are now re-consecrated to the Virgin Mary and other saints. The very same titles and inscriptions are ascribed to both; the very same prodigies and miracles are related of these as of those. In short, almost the whole process which formerly belonged to Paganism, is converted and applied to Popery; the one is manifestly formed upon the same plan and principles as the other. III. Such an apostacy as this, of reviving the doctrines of demons, and worshipping the dead, was not likely to take place immediately; it would prevail and prosper in the latter days. The phrase of the latter times or days, or the last times or days, signifies any time yet to come; but denotes more particularly the times of Christianity. The times of Christianity may properly be called the latter times or days, or the last times or days, because it is the last of all God's revelations to mankind: see Hebrews 1:1-2. 1 Peter 1:20; 1 Peter 4. Another remarkable peculiarity of this prophesy is, the solemn and emphatic manner in which it is delivered:—The Spirit speaketh expressly. By the Spirit is meant the Holy Spirit of God which inspired the prophets and apostles. The Spirit's speaking expressly, may signify his speaking precisely and certainly, not obscurely and involvedly; or it may be said, that the Spirit speaketh expressly what he speaketh in express words in some place or other of divine writ: and the Spirit hath spoken the same thing in express words before, in the prophesy of Daniel. Daniel has foretoldin express words the worship of new demons or demi-gods, Daniel 11:38. The Mahuzzim of Daniel in this sense are the same as the demons of St. Paul; gods protectors, or saints protectors, defenders, and guardians of mankind. This therefore is a prophesy, not onlydelivered by immediate inspiration, but confirmed by the written word of the Old Testament. It is a prophesy, not only of St. Paul's, but of Daniel's too. V. The apostle proceeds, 1 Timothy 4:2 to describe by what means and by what persons this apostacy should be propagated and established in the world: Speaking lies in hypocrisy, &c. or rather, "Through the hypocrisy of liars, having their conscience, &c." It is plain then, that the great apostacy of the latter times was to prevail through the hypocrisy of liars, &c. And has not the great idolatry of Christians, and the worship of the dead particularly, been diffused and advanced in the world by such instruments and agents; by fabulous books forged under the names of the apostles and saints; by fabulous legends of their lives, by fabulous miracles ascribed to their reliques, by fabulous dreams and revelations, and even fabulous saints, who never existed but in imagination? 

Verse 3
1 Timothy 4:3. Forbidding to marry, &c.— VI. This is a farther character of the promoters of this apostacy: the same hypocritical liars, who would promote the worship of demons, would also prohibit lawful marriage. The monks were the first who brought a single life into repute: they were the first also who revived and promoted the worship of demons. One of the primary and most essential laws and constitutions of all monks is, the profession of a single life; and it is equally clear that the monks had the principal share in promoting the worship of the dead. The monks then were the principal promoters of the worship of the dead in former times; and who are the great patrons and advocates of the same worship now? Are not their legitimate successors and descendants, the monks, and priests, and bishops, of the church of Rome? And do not they also profess and recommend a single life, as well asthe worship of saints and angels? Thus have the worship of demons, and the prohibition of marriage, constantly gone hand in hand together; and as they who maintain the one, maintain the other, so it is no less remarkable, that they who disclaim the one, disclaim the other. VII. The last mark and character of these men is, commanding to abstain from meats, &c. The same lying hypocrites, who would promote the worship of demons; would not onlyprohibit lawful marriage, but likewiseimpose unnecessary abstinence from meats. And these two, as indeed it is fit they should, usually go together as constituent parts of the same hypocrisy. It is as much the law of all monks to abstain from meats, as from marriage. Some never eat any flesh; others only certain kinds on certain days. Frequent fasts are the rule and boast of their orders. So lived the monks of the ancient church; so live, with less strictness, perhaps, but with greater ostentation, the monks and friars of the church of Rome; and these have been the principal propagators and defenders of the worship of the dead, both in former and in latter times. The worship of thedead, is indeed so monstrously absurd, as well as impious, that there was hardly any probability of its ever prevailing in the world, but by hypocrisy and lies: but that these particular sorts of hypocrisy,—celibacy, under pretence of chastity,—and abstinence, under pretence of devotion,—should be employed for this purpose, the Spirit of God alone could foresee and foretell. There is no necessary connection between the worship of the dead, and forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats; and yet it is certain, that the great advocates of this worship have, by their pretended purity and mortification, procured the greater reverence to their persons, and the readier reception to their doctrines; but this idle, popish, monkish abstinence, is as unworthy of a Christian, as it is unnatural to a man; it is perverting the purpose of nature, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving by believers, and them who know the truth. The apostle, therefore, approves and sanctifies the religious custom of blessing God at our meals; as our Saviour, when he was to distribute the loaves and the fishes, looked up to heaven, and blessed, and brake it: and what can be said of those, who have their tables spread with the most plentiful gifts of God, and yet constantly sit down, and rise up again, without suffering so much as one thought of the Giver to intrude upon them? It is but a thought, it is but a glimpse of devotion; and can they, who refuse even that, be thought to believe or know the truth? Man is free to partake of all the good creatures of God; but thanksgiving is the necessary condition. See 1 Timothy 4:4-5. The apostle proceeds to say, that it is the duty of the ministers of the gospel to press and inculcate these things, 1 Timothy 4:6. But all that is preached up of such abstinence and mortification as above specified, with all the legends of the saints, were no better than profane and old wives' fables,—like Rabbinical dreams, and traditions. Godliness is the only thing which will truly avail us here and hereafter, 1 Timothy 4:7-8. 

Verse 8
1 Timothy 4:8. For bodily exercise profiteth little:— The apostle, 1 Timothy 4:7 had said, Exercise thyself, as applied to a Christian life; and therefore he here uses the word exercise, as applied to bodily labour; and by calling it bodily exercise, he leads our thoughts either to the labours of the Essenes, according to the rules and institutions of their sect, or to the agonistic games, of which Mr. West has given so entertaining and useful an account in the Dissertation prefixed to his Pindar. Possibly the exercise preparatoryto these games might here be more particularly alluded to.By the practice of godliness, Timothy was to prepare himself for the life to come; just as the combatants, by repeated bodily exercise, prepared for obtaining the victory in those games. Godliness, under the New Testament dispensation, has no particular promise of health, or reputation, or wealth, or any other individual worldly blessing, though in its natural consequences it bears a most friendly aspect upon all; but it has the promise of comfort and happiness in general:—and that declaration of Christ, that the good man shall receive an hundred fold, even in the midst of persecution, if such should be his lot, Mark 10:30 might alone be sufficient to vindicate the apostle in his assertion. The law, however, certainly contains promises of temporal blessings to godliness; so that the assertion of the apostle is strictly true, when referred both to the Old and New Testament. 

Verse 9
1 Timothy 4:9. This is a faithful saying,— St. Paul has used this expression four times; 1 Timothy 1:15. 2 Timothy 2:11. Titus 3:8 and here. They were all matters of certain truth and great importance; and the apostle used the expression to call up men's attention to them, as things of great consequence. Concerning the most important of them, he has added as here, that they are worthy of universal acceptation. The interesting truth particularly to which he here calls upon all men to attend, is, That Godliness is profitable, &c. The three grand principles of religion are, 1 a God, a Providence,—2 a Christ, a Mediator,—and, 3 a Future State. Without these, religion could not subsist; and the apostle, in the next verse, plainly intimates, that these principles were his support under afflictions, animating him to zeal and diligence in active service. 

Verse 10
1 Timothy 4:10. Who is the Saviour of all men, &c.— As he is the Preserver of all men (see Job 7:20.), and as he offers salvation to all men: but he is especially the Saviour of the faithful, as he extends to them the noblest and most important deliverance; reserving for them the most invaluable blessings of a future state, and guiding them safely to it through all the dangers of this life. Those who enjoy the advantages of the Christian revelation, in the purity of it, may certainly with equal diligence excel others in knowledge, holiness, and virtue; and, consequently, may be qualified and prepared for higher felicity, or a more exalted station: and may we not hence form a notion of the Christian heaven,—namely, as a more exalted state of happiness, in proportion to the superior knowledge, piety, holiness, and virtue of a Christian? 

Verse 11
1 Timothy 4:11. Command— Give in charge. See ch. 1 Timothy 1:3; 1 Timothy 1:5; 1 Timothy 1:18. 

Verse 12
1 Timothy 4:12. Let no man despise thy youth;— St. Paul here gives Timothy directions concerning his own conduct, especially as he was yet a young man, and had such difficulties upon his hands. He advises him to take a great deal of care how he behaved both in public and private, and particularly that he gave himself entirely to the work of the ministry, 1 Timothy 4:12-16. St. Paul wrote in a popular style; and, therefore, uses many words to the same purpose, to express the thing more vehemently. However, if any desire to distinguish, they may refer in word to his speech, and in conversation to his behaviour. See 1 Peter 1:15. In charity, may possibly refer more especially to that love which they owed the Gentile Christians. In spirit, means in the temper or disposition of mind;—"in a candid, yet zealous spirit." 

Verse 13
1 Timothy 4:13. To reading, to exhortation, &c.— It was the custom in the synagogue to read a portion of the scriptures of the Old Testament; and, after that, to instruct the people in the meaning of it, and to give them some useful exhortations. Timothy was to do so in the school of Tyrannus, and to omit nothing of a similar kind; as well as to read the Scriptures privately for his own improvement. 

Verse 14
1 Timothy 4:14. Neglect not the gift— "Of the Holy Spirit;"—Particularly in his miraculous efficacy. Benson would render and understand this verse, as parallel to ch. 1 Timothy 1:18. "Neglect not the gift of the Holy Spirit which is in you; which was conferred upon you after (or according to) some prophesy or prophesies that went before concerning you." It was according to prophesy that Paul and Barnabas were set apart at Antioch, to the work unto which God had called them. See Acts 13:2; Acts 20:28. Doddridge understands and paraphrases the verse thus: "Neglect not, by proper and strenuous exercise, to rouse and cultivate that gift of God's Holy Spirit which is in thee; which was given thee in a large and sensible effusion, on that ever-memorable day, when thou wert set apart to thy sacred office by the ministration of those who had the gift of prophesy, by which they were enabled and excited to tell something extraordinary concerning thee, &c." As this text, to say the least, strongly implies that Timothy was adorned with some supernatural gifts; so it likewise proves, that the degree in which such favours were continued, did very much depend on the diligence and fidelity with which they were cultivated by the person who had received t 

Verse 15
1 Timothy 4:15. Meditate upon these things;— The word ΄ελετα is used to denote all the preparatory exercises of mind or body made use of by those who were desirous of excelling in any art or science. St. Paul therefore recommends it to Timothy, by proper previous exercises to qualify himself for excelling inthe discharge of the work of an evangelist: "Make these things your daily care and study." They who had the gifts of the Spirit in a supernatural manner, were to read and study, as well as to teach others; thus they stirred up the gift that was in them, which by negligence they would have quenched. Surely then, the pastors of the church now-a-days have much more reason to read and to study. 

Verse 16
1 Timothy 4:16. Take heed unto thyself,— As Timothy's taking heed to himself through divine grace, and to his teaching of others, and persevering therein, was necessary to his own salvation; so it was necessary in those who were instructed by him, that they, through the same grace of God, should take heed to themselves, practise the duties of the Christian life, and persevere therein; otherwise it was not in Timothy's power to become the instrument of saving them. It seems an obvious remark here, that the salvation of others may, under the blessing of God, have considerable influence upon a man's own salvation; as the better those about him are, the more advantage he has for religious improvement; the fewer hindrances from duty, and temptations to sin. But certainly, the thought chiefly referred to, is, the necessity of acting faithfully in the ministry, if pastors desire to be partakers of the divine promise of salvation; in which persons who betray so important a trust can have no part. 

Inferences.—It is melancholy to think of the dreadful apostacies from the faith of the gospel, which have been in all ages; but it need not seem strange to us, since they were foretold by the Spirit of prophesy: and how plainly has that Spirit pointed out the seducing hypocritical arts of falsehood and deceit, which are used, without shame or conscience, by the apostate church of Rome, together with their worshipping of deified saints, forbidding marriages, and prohibiting meats which God created, and allows under the gospel dispensation to be moderately used, with thanksgiving for them, and prayer for his blessing upon them! With what contempt should we reject the errors that are built on uncertain traditions, as we would idle stories which are told to please children! And, instead of trusting in formal bodily services that turn to no good account, how concerned should we be to live in the practice of vital religion, which has a gracious entail of blessings upon it by the promise of God! He, as a bountiful benefactor, affords temporal preservations, deliverances and mercies to mankind in general, and freely offers salvation to all; but, as a covenant God, bestows all spiritual and eternal blessings on every faithful soul. What important truths are these, and how worthy of the most cordial entertainment! With what care should ministers inculcate them on those who are under their charge, for their caution on the one hand, and encouragement on the other; humbly trusting in the ever-living God for their own support and comfort, amidst all the reproaches, difficulties, and labours which they undergo for Christ's sake! And while, together with this, they are exemplary in faith, love, and all holiness, they will hereby approve themselves as good ministers of Jesus Christ, and good proficients in the doctrine and grace of faith. But, in order hereunto, how much diligence ought they to use in studying, reading, and improving the gifts which God has bestowed upon them, and in giving themselves entirely to these exercises, and to preaching and prayer! And what need have they to take heed first to their own state, temper, and conversation, and then to their own doctrine; with perseverance therein, as the means of God's appointment and blessing, for the final salvation of their own souls, and the souls of their hearers! 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, We have, in this chapter, the prophesy of that dire apostacy from the faith, which was of old foretold, and which we have seen so strikingly and dreadfully verified in the corruptions of the church of Rome. Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, in the prophetic writings, and by us who write under his immediate inspiration, that in the latter times of the present dispensation, some shall depart from the faith; and the marks of this apostacy he describes. 

1. The departure will arise from giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils, or demons, reviving the errors of Paganism in the worship of angels, dead saints, yea, their very relics, and making these a kind of mediators between God and them. 

2. Speaking lies in hypocrisy; pretending to great zeal for the church and religion, yet propagating the most damnable heretics, such as justification by the merit of works; and by false legends, and forged miracles, deceiving the souls of the ignorant: having their conscience seared with a hot iron, and stopping at no abominations which may contribute to advance their wicked ends; even consecrating regicide, dispensing with the most solemn oaths, and counting every species of barbarity lawful, yea, laudable, to be perpetrated on those who oppose their destructive ways: witness the blood of martyrs, which, by popish cruelty, has so plentifully dyed this land. 

3. Forbidding to marry; speaking dishonourably of the ordinance itself, and forbidding marriage to their clergy, monks, and nuns, in direct contradiction to God's word. 

4. Commanding to abstain from meats, under the hypocritical shew of self-denial; forbidding flesh in Lent, and enjoining fish instead of other animal food, which God hath created to be received, and eaten at all times, without distinction of days and seasons, if it be used with moderation and thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing, proper for food, to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving; for it is sanctified for our use by the word of God, which declares that there is nothing now common or unclean; and by prayer imploring his blessing, that we may use every creature-comfort to his glory. Note; Our common meals should be ever sanctified with devotion, and God's blessing be implored before we presume to use his gifts. 

2nd, We have, 

1. The apostle's encouraging exhortation. If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained: such fidelity to his trust would bring down the blessing of the Lord upon his soul, and prove his own abundant advantage. Note; Nothing is a greater means of edification to a minister's own soul, than his labours for the good of his brethren. 

2. He quickens him to diligence in his Christian calling. But refuse profane and old wives' fables, the absurd genealogies and traditions of the Judaizing teachers; and exercise thyself rather unto godliness; strain every nerve to set forth the doctrines and duties of the gospel, and in thine own temper and conduct shew thyself eminently exemplary. For bodily exercise, the most rigid observance of the externals of religion, profiteth little; but godliness, vital, experimental religion, manifested in heart and life, is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, in the sanctified and happy use of worldly comforts, and in the enjoyment of the love of God; and of that which is to come, where God hath prepared for those that love him, such good things as pass man's understanding: this is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, as a truth which will be proved infallibly certain by every real Christian; for none will ever have reason to repent a life of godliness. For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, undismayed and unshaken, because we trust in the living God, who is able abundantly to fulfil his promises, and is the Saviour of all men, leaving none of them without some testimonies of his goodness, or without such offers of his grace, as are sufficient to engage and direct them so to seek the Lord, that they may find him, Acts 10:35.—but specially of those that believe; by his abundant grace and love bestowing upon them, not only multiplied mercies in this world, but, if they be faithful to death, the inconceivable and eternal blessings of glory in the world to come. Note; Though this world is not our home, nor our portion, yet, even here below, the truly godly are the most happy people. 

3. He directs him particularly how to demean himself. These things command and teach with all authority. Let no man despise thy youth, nor give them any occasion to do so; but behave so as to engage and command reverence and respect: and be thou an example of the believers, in word, in all grave and edifying discourse, free from youthful levity; in conversation, strictly religious, and sincerely upright, in charity, fervent towards God, and the souls of men; in spirit, zealous for the cause of Jesus, and abounding in all the fruits of righteousness; in faith unwavering, in profession bold, in purity of heart and conduct, without blemish or suspicion. Till I come, give attendance to reading the scriptures in private, and in the congregation; to exhortation, bringing the word of God home to the consciences of the hearers, with warm application, for the conviction of some, and the consolation and edification of others; to doctrine, clearly stating the great points of the Christian faith, and vindicating them from all opposers. Neglect not the gift that is in thee, but make the best improvement of the abilities with which God hath furnished you, and of the extraordinary gift which was given thee by prophesy, as some inspired men had foretold, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery, when you were ordained to the work of the ministry. Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them, with such evident devotedness of heart, such delight in the service, and such exemplariness of conduct, that thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself, as a minister and a Christian, and unto thy doctrine, that it may exactly correspond with the gospel word: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear thee. Note; (1.) They who shew themselves examples to the flock, and evidently prove that they believe and practise themselves what they preach to others, though young, will necessarily command respect and reverence; while grey hairs, dishonoured by an unbecoming conduct, will be justly despised. (2.) They who are to teach others, should be much in prayer and reading the scriptures, that they may lay in a fund of useful knowledge, and be full of matter for their public ministrations. An idle minister must needs be an unprofitable preacher. (3.) They who have the charge of immortal souls should be wholly engrossed with this great concern, and give themselves up to their awful employment. (4.) It is our great encouragement to fidelity in the ministry, that not only our own souls shall he saved, but that we shall be made happily instrumental to the eternal salvation of others, who will be our joy and crown in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 3
1 Timothy 5:3. Honour widows— To honour here, signifies not only to respect but maintain, as is evident from the context from 1 Timothy 5:17 and other passages of Scripture: "Respect and maintain the widows, who are (what that word imports) really χηρας, that is, bereaved and desolate." 

Verse 4
1 Timothy 5:4. Nephews,— Or, grand-children. 

Verse 5
1 Timothy 5:5. Night and day.— That is, continually; morning and evening, and on every proper occasion, whether by night or by day. 

Verse 6
1 Timothy 5:6. But she that liveth in pleasure— The Jews had a common saying among them, "that wicked men, while they live, are to be reckoned among the dead." The Pythagoreans built empty tombs for those who had revolted from philosophy; and it was reckoned a beautiful thought in Pythagoras, and other ancient heathens, "that a worthless man is a dead man." That the same thought is not as much admired in St. Paul's writings, in which it is to be taken in a deeply spiritual sense, and is very frequentlyused, can proceed from nothing but an unreasonable partiality for what is of heathen extraction, and a most ungenerous contempt of what is Jewish or Christian, and, above all, from a total ignorance of all genuine religion, and the whole plan of redemption by our Lord Jesus Christ. But, for spiritual remarks on this passage, see the Inferences and Reflections. 

Verse 7
1 Timothy 5:7. That they may be blameless.— Some would refer this to the widows; but the gender of the word ανεπιληπτοι, rather favours our referring it either to the deacons, or to Timothy's hearers in general; since it is certain that widows were not the only persons who, in so luxurious a city as Ephesus, were in danger of falling into such sensualities as he had been warning them against. 

Verse 8
1 Timothy 5:8. For his own, &c.— That is, "for his own relations, and his own domestics;—those of his own family." Denying the faith, is here, according to St. Paul, leading a wicked life, or living and acting contrary to the moral law, which is adopted in the Christian law. Suppose the man of whom the apostle is here speaking, to have been perfectly evangelical in his sentiments; yet, as long as he provided not for his own family, St. Paul declares that such a one had thereby denied the faith; and was so much worse than one guilty of error in speculation, as to be worse even than an infidel himself; for the heathens were sensible of the reasonableness and necessity of taking care of their near relations. Others have interpreted the passage thus: "Every such Christian is in effect an apostate, (as denying the faith seems to import,) and that is worse than being an infidel, because the former sins against greater light and obligations." 

Verse 9
1 Timothy 5:9. Be taken into the number,— Be put upon the list, is the precise signification of the word καταλεγεσθω . Surely none can imagine that the apostle meant to confine the charity of the church to widows of such an age, and who had all these characters. We must therefore conclude, that he speaks of those who bore the office of deaconesses, who were probably entrusted with the care of entertaining Christian strangers, whether ministers or others; and perhaps of entertaining some poor children, who might be maintained by the alms of the church: and it might be very proper on many accounts, and for very obvious reasons, that this office should be committed only to persons of an advanced age, and such as hadlaid aside all thoughts of marrying again. It is evident, that they who had practised hospitality themselves in their most prosperous days, would be particularly fit for one part of this office, and peculiarly worthy of the countenance which this office gave, and of the trust which it implied. We find that these widows were to be such as had been the wife of one man. It is very certain that second marriages in the general are not condemned by Christianity. The apostle expressly advises the younger widows to marry again, 1 Timothy 5:14. 

Verse 10
1 Timothy 5:10. If she have washed the saints' feet,— It was an usual piece of civility, as well as a great refreshment in the Eastern countries, to wash a person's feet, or to take care that it should be done for him. See Genesis 18:4; Genesis 19:2. Luke 7:38; Luke 7:44. John 5:14-15. 

Verse 11
1 Timothy 5:11. When they have begun to wax wanton against Christ,— The word Καταστρηνιασωσι, is a strong expression, which cannot be exactly rendered into English. When these widows grew negligent of their proper duty, sensual affections might prevail upon them; and their credit among Christians being hurt by such an unbecoming conduct, it is very probable that they would even take up with heathen husbands, and so be led to apostatize from Christianity. 

Verse 12
1 Timothy 5:12. Having damnation, &c.— Condemnation, which, without repentance, must end in eternal damnation, because they violate, and thereby destroy that living faith, which always produces purity of heart. 

Verse 13
1 Timothy 5:13. And withal—to be idle, &c.— And moreover, being idle, they get a habit of rambling from house to house; and are not only idle, but triflers, φλυαροι :—a word derived from the verb φλυειν, which signifies the noise made by water, when it is ready to boil over; and therefore well expresses the inward fermentation (if we may so speak) in the minds of these trifling people, which they vented by unprofitable discourses. 

Verse 17
1 Timothy 5:17. Let the elders, &c.— The apostle proceeds to give directions concerning elders, and that under three heads: First, with respect to the provision which the church was to make for them, especially for the diligent among them. Secondly, with respect to Timothy's reproving them, which was not to be done but upon good evidence; and, if well attested, it was to be done publicly, for a warning to others. This being an ungratefulwork, he charges it upon Timothy in the most solemn manner. And then, thirdly, with respect to Timothy's ordaining of elders, he advises that it be done upon mature and deliberate consideration; and particularly upon a full inquiry into their characters. In the midst of these faithful and wise admonitions, he drops some brief directions concerning Timothy's health, as considering his life of great importance to the Christian church, 1 Timothy 5:17-25. The elders here specified, were perhaps the first-fruits or first converts in the Christian church at Ephesus. 

Verse 18
1 Timothy 5:18. The labourer is worthy of his reward.— This passage occurs no where in the New Testament, except here and Luke 10:7. St. Luke was the companion of St. Paul, and wrote his gospel, not only under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, but, as it were, under the inspection of that apostle; insomuch that some of the ancients have applied that Gospel to St. Paul, and called it his gospel. 

Verse 20
1 Timothy 5:20. Them that sin, rebuke— This was also according to the custom of the synagogue. 

Verse 21
1 Timothy 5:21. And the elect angels,— That is, "Those angels, who having kept their stations, when so many of their fellows were seduced by Satan, are now confirmed in a state of immutable felicity, and shall attend our common Lord to the awful judgment of the great day." 

Verse 22
1 Timothy 5:22. Lay hands suddenly on no man,— "Suddenly and rashly, before his character and qualifications have been fully examined, and thoroughly approv 

Verse 23
1 Timothy 5:23. Drink no longer water— One cannot forbear reflecting here, how very temperate Timothy must have been, to need an advice of this kind, which amounts to no more than mingling a little wine with his water: and what is said of his many infirmities, compared with the apostle's exhortation to him to be instant in preaching the word, may certainly teach us, that every weakness of constitution is not to be acquiesced in, as an excuse for not going on with the ministry; though, doubtless, great allowances are to be made for bodilyinfirmities; and life itself may often depend upon seasonable interruptions of public labour. The 24th and 25th verses contain reasons for being cautious in ordination, mentioned 1 Timothy 5:22. 

Verse 24
1 Timothy 5:24. Some—are open before-hand, &c.— Are notorious, going before to judgment; and some men follow after. 

Inferences.—With what respect should the aged, whether men or women, and with what affability and purity should younger people, be cautioned against every sinful practice and avoidable infirmity! The descendants of poor widows ought to treat them with attention, and provide as honourably for them as they can. How unnatural, and how contrary to all the principles of Christianity, and worse than heathenish is it, for gospel professors to neglect their destitute parents and their own families! But if the offspring or pious relations of poor widows are not able to maintain them, the church to which they belong ought to take them under its care. And if any church want good matrons to attend their sick and poor, they may appoint such widows of advanced years to that service, as have obtained a good report, and shewn a humble compassionate regard to the saints and servants of Christ: but young widows ought not to be put into that office, lest, giving themselves up to pleasure, they become idle, tattling, busy-bodies who are the pests of society; and at length renounce their profession of the true faith, and, following the devices of Satan, throw off religious restraints to their own condemnation: they are indeed in the worst sense dead, while they live: but as to poor young widows of better character, instead of their being burdensome to the church, it may be advisable for them to marry believing husbands, who are capable of maintaining them; and to bear and bring up such children in the fear of the Lord, as he may be pleased to give them in his Providence; as also to manage their household business with economy and good housewifery.—How solemn is the charge given in this chapter, to all bishops and pastors, as well as evangelists, in the presence of God and his Christ, and the holy angels, that they faithfully declare these things, and fulfil every part of their office! and though reproofs and censures are the most difficult and grievous duties of their station, yet they are to discharge them with fidelity, and without partiality, whether it be towards church officers or towards private members. But with what care and caution should the bishops or chief pastors of churches proceed in ordinations, lest they themselves share with the ordained in their guilt! And, O! what prudence, tenderness, and courage do they need for conducting themselves, according to the appearances of some people's sins on the one hand, and good deeds on the other, which shew themselves before or after they pass judgment upon them! How arduous, upon the whole, is the ministerial work! and how ought they, who are eminently laborious in preaching and supporting the pure gospel of Christ, to be honoured with great respect and a comfortable maintenance, according to the directions of both the Old and New Testaments. And though they ought to be temperate in all things, they need not confine themselves to drinking water; but may lawfully use wine, with moderation, for the stomach's sake, when their labours and bodily infirmities require it, and it becomes needful for the preservation of their health, and their service in the church. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, The apostle proceeds to give Timothy farther directions concerning the needful, though less pleasing, work of rebuke. Ministers are reprovers by office and must be faithful to this trust. 

Rebuke not an elder, in years or office (if ought be found in him which demands censure,) with a magisterial air, or an unbecoming severity; but, out of respect to his venerable years, entreat him as a father, to remove the cause of offence: and the younger men as brethren, with all freedom, yet withal in love and meekness: the elder women, as mothers, with due respect; the younger, as sisters, with all purity; avoiding every thought, word, look, or gesture, that has the most distant tendency to evil. 

2nd, The apostle particularly directs Timothy, how to behave in the case of widows who applied to be assisted out of the church's stock, and to be employed in pious offices under the direction of the deacons. 

1. Honour widows that are widows indeed, really in distress, in need of assistance, and deserving to be placed on the church's list; and these he describes as follows: Now she that it a widow indeed, and desolate, without any friends to support her, trusteth in God, who is the friend of the friendless; and they who cast their care upon him shall not be destitute: and such a one continueth in supplications and prayers night and day; depending upon the Lord's providential help, and shewing her undissembled piety. But she that liveth in pleasure, gayly, idly, and voluptuously, is dead while she liveth; dead to God and godliness, and in no wise to be received of the church, or supported from the common stock. And these things give in charge, that they may be blameless, and that no just offences may call for rebuke or censure. Note; A life of carnal pleasure is a state of real death: the soul there lies entombed in flesh, and such a person is really a living sepulchre. 

2. If any widows have near relations capable of providing for them, the church ought not to be burdened with their maintenance. If any widows have children or nephews, or grandchildren, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to requite their parents, by taking all care of them when labouring under age and infirmities; for that is good and acceptable before God; their bounden duty, and agreeable to his holy will. But if any one who makes profession of the Christian name, refuse that assistance, which in such a case he is bound to afford, and provide not for his own, and specially for these of his own house, (his aged parents, next to his wife and children, claiming a title to maintenance, as parts of that family which depend on him for a provision,) he hath denied the faith, by such a conduct, and is worse than an infidel: even the very heathen will rise up to condemn a conduct so base and unnatural. Therefore if any man or woman that believeth, have widows, mothers, or grandmothers, let them relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may have a sufficiency to relieve them that are widows indeed. 

3. He points out the age and qualifications of those who should be entered on the poor's list, or taken into office and employed by the church under the deacons. Let not a widow be taken into the number under threescore years old, having been the wife of one man; well reported of for good works in her former better days; if she have brought up children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; if she have lodged strangers, when brought by Providence in her way; if she have washed the saints' feet, condescending to the lower offices of charity; if she have relieved the afflicted, with her help, her counsel, and her substance; if she have diligently followed every good work. 

4. But the younger widows refuse: for when they have begun to wax wanton against Christ, as they may be in danger of doing, they will then marry, improperly, perhaps wickedly, into some heathen family; having thus damnation, because they have cast off their first faith, and apostatized from the profession which they once made: and withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house in useless and impertinent visiting; and not only idle, but tattlers also, and busy bodies, officious and talkative, speaking things which they ought not, to the hurt of their neighbour's reputation, and the disturbance of society. 

3rdly, The apostle directs Timothy, 

1. Concerning the proper maintenance of a gospel ministry. Let the elders that rule well, be counted worthy of double honour, highly esteemed and liberally provided for, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine, whose eminent zeal and diligence require a suitable acknowledgment: for the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn; but as he works, he shall be freely allowed to eat: and our Lord hath said, The labourer is worthy of his reward. Note; The work of the ministry is laborious; and well do they who discharge it with zeal and diligence, deserve a comfortable provision. 

2. Concerning the accusation of an elder. Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses of character and credibility; and listen to no base surmises or slanderous suggestions. Them that sin before all, being open, notorious, and scandalous offenders, rebuke before all, publicly and with sharpness, that others also may fear, respecting no man's rank or greatness. I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Judge; and the elect angels, who are the spirits that minister to the heirs of salvation; that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, not prejudging the cause, through favour or affection; doing nothing by partiality, nor suffering any consideration to prejudice or bias your mind for or against any man, but deciding according to truth. 

3. Concerning the ordination of ministers. Lay hands suddenly on no man to put him into the ministry, till he has been thoroughly tried, and found faithful, and able; neither be partaker of other mens' sins, by conniving at the intrusion of unfit persons into the sacred office: keep thyself pure from the blood of all men, discountenancing all unbecoming behaviour, and in thy own conversation a pattern of purity and chastity. 

4. Concerning his own health. Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake, and thine often infirmities; indefatigable labour and strict abstemiousness probably preyed upon a tender constitution, and required in moderation something more supporting than water, to which he had confined himself. Note; The creatures of God are designed for our use and comfort; only let them be used with moderation; not to pamper the flesh, but so as to enable us the better to fulfil the duties of our station. 

5. With regard to censure and ordination, of which he had before spoken, he farther observes, Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and, being notorious, such are to be rejected from the ministry, and laid under the church's censure; and some men they follow after, and though they studiously conceal their sins, yet, on deeper and closer examination, they will after a while come out; and therefore they should not hastily be admitted into sacred orders, without due probation. Likewise also the good works of some are manifest beforehand, their whole character strikingly exemplary, and their ministerial gifts eminent; so that they may be admitted without hesitation: and they that are otherwise cannot be hid; more caution is needful with those whose qualifications are dubious, and it requires some time to make it clear whether they should be received; for, if they are really corrupt in principle or practice, they will soon betray themselves. Note; (1.) Before any be admitted into sacred orders, their character and qualifications should be well examined. An ignorant and scandalous ministry is the greater reproach to any church. (2.) However secretly men may hide their sins, yet usually in time their true character appears, and at least at a judgment-day no veil can hide the workers of iniquity. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
1 Timothy 6:1.— Whether the law, "that the Jews should none of them remain slaves for life, withouttheirownconsent,"(Exod.xxi.2-6.) might, through the devices of Satan, give occasion to introduce something like it into the Christian church, or whatever gave rise to it, it appears, that the Judaizers absolved men from civil duties, and would have increased their party, by drawing slaves into the Christian church under the notion of their being thereby rendered freed men: in opposition to which the apostle enjoins slaves to continue to respect, and faithfully to serve, their own masters, whether Christians or not, unless they could obtain their freedom in a fair and legal manner. Timothy was to warn the Judaizers not to teach differently from the apostle in this particular; nor in any other to gratify the humours of their hearers in order to enrich themselves, 1 Timothy 6:1-16. That this discourse was levelled against such false teachers, appears not only from the beginning of 1 Timothy 6:3 but also from 1 Timothy 6:10-11 where he dehorts Timothy from following their example. 

Verse 2
1 Timothy 6:2. Because they are faithful and beloved, &c.— Dr. Heylin reads it, but serve them better, because they are Christians, and to be loved, as partakers of the same advantages. See the Syriac version. 

Verse 3
1 Timothy 6:3. And consent not to wholesome words,— Or do not adhere, or give heed to wholesome words, &c. 

Verse 4
1 Timothy 6:4. But doting about questions— But raving on questions. The original word seems to express the effect of a disease upon the mind. Dr. Heylin reads it, Knows nothing, but has the disease of disputation, and controversy about words. 

Verse 5
1 Timothy 6:5. Supposing that gain is godliness:— That godliness is gain. Peirce. Who consider piety as a means to enrich themselves. Heylin. Compare Philippians 3:1 

Verse 6
1 Timothy 6:6. But godliness with contentment, &c.— Piety, indeed, with contentment, is great riches. Heylin. This is a most pleasing sentiment for the religious poor.—Contentment will attend piety, as its inseparable companion; and, consequently, the pious man will be happy, whatever his circumstances may be, and even much more so than any accumulation of worldly wealth can make him. 

Verse 10
1 Timothy 6:10. Have—pierced themselves through, &c.— "Have felt long and incurable pains, by the numerous wounds they have given to their own consciences, as it were, on every side." The original word περιεπειραν is very emphatical, and properly signifies, "They have stabbed themselves, as it were, from head to feet, so as to be all covered with wounds." And this indeed happily expresses the innumerable outrages done to conscience by those madmen, who have taken up the fatal resolution, that they will at all adventures be rich. 

Verse 12
1 Timothy 6:12. Fight the good fight of faith,— Strive generously for the faith; lay hold upon Christ, lay hold upon God, lay hold on eternal life, &c. St. Paul, Hebrews 13:23 says, that Timothy was set at liberty; whence we may conclude, that he had been put in prison on account of the faith, and, on that occasion, made the profession spoken of in this verse;—and the rather, because the profession of Christ before Pilate is mentioned in the following verse. Doddridge reads, Maintain the good combat of faith; and observes very justly, that these and the following words are plainly agonistical, and refer to the eagerness with which they who contended in the Grecian games, struggled for and laid hold of the crown; and the degree to which the presence of many spectators, or, as the apostle elsewhere speaks, the cloud of witnesses, animated them in their contests for it. 

Verse 13
1 Timothy 6:13. Who quickeneth all things,— This seems a very suitable though oblique intimation, that should Timothy, after the example of his great Lord, sacrifice his life to the glory of God and the honour of his sacred profession, God, who raised up Christ from the dead, was equally able to raise him; and this is most fully expressed and urged, 2 Timothy 2:8-11. The next clause refers to John 18:37. Christ's confession before the Jewish high-priest, when interrogated upon oath, was rather more express; but this before Pilate was more dangerous; as his owning himself a King, was the sole pretension likely to expose him to the resentment of the Roman governor, who had the supreme power of life and death. It is perhaps called a good confession; not only as in itself noble and generous, but as all our hopes of salvation and happiness are built upon the truth of it. 

Verse 16
1 Timothy 6:16. Whom no man hath seen, nor can see:— This might be an allusion either to the eastern courts, where the people were not admitted into the royal presence, or to behold the face of their king; or, to the inaccessible light and glory in which God dwelt in the holy of holies;—or perhaps to both. See Exodus 33:20. 1 John 4:12; 1 John 4:20. But whether it alludes to any thing temporal or not, it is peculiarly expressive of the essence of God. 

Verse 17
1 Timothy 6:17.— As the apostle had given directions concerning some of the Judaizing Christians, who attempted to enrich themselves bypreaching the gospel in a dishonest manner, he here gives directions concerning such Christians as were already possessed of riches; namely, that they should not be proud and selfish, but pious and humble towards God; generous, and readyto do good to their fellow-creatures; that, when they had done with all the possessions and concerns of the present life, they might have satisfaction in the review, and be blessed with greater and more durable possessions, 1 Timothy 6:17-19. And that he might leave Timothy with the strongest impressions of the folly and wickedness of the Judaizing Christians, he concludes as he had begun, with charging him to adhere to the true and simple Christian doctrine, and to reject all Jewish mixtures, 1 Timothy 6:20-21. Some would read the beginning of the present verse, Charge them that are rich, not to be high-minded in this world,—but to trust in the living God, &c. thus preserving the opposition between the two parts of the sentence. See 1 Corinthians 3:18. 

Verse 18
1 Timothy 6:18. Rich in good works, &c.— If the phrases in this verse have a different signification, the following exposition of Archbishop Sharpe's may perhaps be as satisfactory as any other. "Let them endeavour, in the general, to do good;—not only now and then, in some scanty proportion, but frequently, constantly, and abundantly; not only with their time, labour, and interest, but bydistributing of their substance too: and this as freely, as if it were a common stock, to which all had a right." 

Verse 19
1 Timothy 6:19. Laying up in store, &c.— Or, Securing, &c. 

Verse 21
1 Timothy 6:21. Which some professing, &c.— "Which some having professed to pursue, have fatally wandered from the Christian faith, some entirely forsaking it, and others corrupting it with such adulterations, that it is hardly to be known for that religion which came immediately out of the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ." Though it is not certain, that the name of gnostics, or the knowing men, was so early used to denominate a distinct sect, yet it is highly probablethat they who opposed the apostle, made extraordinary pretences to knowledge; and this text seems sufficient to prove it. 

[ See Benson, Bengelius, Bowyer, Castalio, Calmet, Doddridge, Dodd, Drusius, Fleetwood, Guyse, Grotius, Heylin, Harris, Heinsius, Hoadley, Knatchbull, Kuster, Lardner, Leigh, Lord Lyttelton, Lightfoot, Limborch, Locke, Michaelis, Mills, Mede, Mann, Mintert, Bishop Newton, Phileleutherus, Lipsiensis, Peirce, Quesnelle, Reynolds, Raphelius, Stockius, Bishop Stillingfleet, Schmidius, Seed, Archbishop Tillotson, Vitringa, Whitby, Waterland, Wetstein, Wall, Bishop Warburton, and Wolfius.] 

Inferences.—What an honour and encouragement it is to believing servants, even of the lowest rank, that they are brethren in Christ, partakers of all spiritual blessings equally with Christians of the highest civil station! But what a reproach is it to the name of their God, and to his gospel, for them to be so conceited on this account, as to think themselves above paying the duty they owe to their earthly masters, even though they be infidels; or to be less, and not rather more, respectful and diligent in the service of religious masters, because they are brethren in the fellowship of the gospel! Those who act in this spirit, cannot long continue Christians, if they be such at present in a small degree. These things are to be taught and learned; and whoever, under false pretences to knowledge, shall suggest sentiments contrary to these, or to any other doctrine of Christ, which are all doctrines according to godliness,—are to be rejected, as persons who are proud and ignorant, perverse, and destitute of the truth, fond of vain opinions and disputations about words, which tend to strife and envy, railing and unwarrantable suspicions, and who make a trade of religion to serve their secular interests: but true godliness, with a satisfied mind as to worldly circumstances, though we have only necessary food and raiment, is the best of all gain; and therefore is to be cultivated in earnest pursuits after righteousness, goodness, faith, love, patience, and meekness. And, alas! what is this poor empty world, that we should set our hearts upon it! We brought none of its enjoyments into it; and whatsoever we have of them here, we must certainly, ere long, leave them all behind us: and they who will seek to be rich, throw themselves into many dangerous temptations, and foolish ensnaring lusts and passions, that will one time or other recoil upon them, and pierce them through with many agonizing sorrows; will make them err from the living faith of the gospel, and plunge them into deep and endless ruin: for the love of money is the root of these and numberless other sinful and destructive evils. How needful then is it to warn the rich of this world to be humble amidst all their affluence; and not to place their confidence in uncertain wealth, but in God through Christ, who is a free and bountiful giver of all things relating to this life, and to that which is to come! And how ready should they be to prove the sincerity of the profession of their faith in the Lord, by its genuine fruits in every good and charitable work, which will be laying in a good stock of solid happiness for the world to come, that, at the end of their Christian course, they may receive the crown of life!—O how conscientious and laborious should the servants of Christ be, in discharging every part of the ministerial trust that is committed to them; in maintaining the good profession they have made in various ways before many witnesses; and in fighting the good fight of faith, till they lay hold on eternal life! And how mindful should they always be of the solemn bonds which are laid upon them, to adhere with fidelity to divine directions, as in the presence of God the Father and of Jesus Christ! HE courageously owned himself to be the true Messiah before Pontius Pilate, and, at his second coming, will be gloriously manifested to be so by the only living and life-giving God; who is the supreme almighty Governor, above all other kings and lords; who only has immortality essentially in himself, dwells in glory inaccessible to frail mortals, and is invisible in his own being: to whom be ascribed everlasting honour, dominion, and power. Amen. May all that love him, unite in prayer for his ministering servants, that his free favour, in all its manifestations and effects, may perpetually enable them to be diligent and faithful in his work! Amen. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, The apostle lays down, 

1. The duty of Christian servants. Let as many servants as are under the yoke, count their own masters worthy of all honour, respect, and dutiful obedience; that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed, and that unbelievers may never have occasion to reproach them, as if their religion had made them proud, lazy, or disobedient. And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because they are brethren, as if Christianity destroyed the distinctions of Providence, and brought all men on a level; no, but rather do them service, with peculiar submission, delight, diligence, and honesty, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit, sharing all the blessings of the gospel salvation. Note; (1.) The gospel was never designed to destroy the distinctions that God hath been pleased to make among men; but to direct every man how to adorn that station in which it hath pleased God to call him. (2.) The kindness and condescension of Christian masters must never teach servants to presume, but to treat them with greater respect, more affectionate regard, and unimpeached fidelity. 

2. He warns Timothy to teach steadily these truths, and to beware of deceivers. These things teach and exhort. If any man teach otherwise, as the Judaizing teachers, who suggest as if it were unlawful for Christian slaves to obey their unbelieving matters; and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness, inculcating all dutiful discharge of our relations towards men, as well as piety towards God; he is proud, vainly puffed up with arrogant conceit of his own wisdom, though in fact knowing nothing as he ought to know; but doting about questions and strifes of words, engaged in vain and idle disputes about matters utterly insignificant, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and who by such a spirit and temper evidently shew, that they are destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness, serving merely their own worldly interests, and not the cause of Christ and immortal souls: from such withdraw thyself; have no communion with them, nor suffer them to assemble among the faithful. Note; (1.) The doctrines of the gospel are doctrines according to godliness; and whatever would corrupt vital and practical religion, cannot be the words of our Lord Jesus Christ. (2.) Proud disputers must needs be far from any true knowledge of that gospel whose first injunctions are peace and love. (3.) They who make godliness in profession the ladder to earthly gain, will shortly find how fearful is their loss, when death shall hurl them into the abyss of wretchedness. 

2nd, From the mention of the abuses of some corrupters of godliness, the apostle, 

1. Cautions Timothy against covetousness, and to possess a contented mind. But godliness with contentment is great gain, making the mind happy in every state of life, and under every dispensation of Providence: and this is the truest and most substantial gain even here below, where all our creature-comforts are so precarious, insufficient, and perishing. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out; but we must return naked to the tomb, as we came from the womb. And therefore having food and raiment, covering for our bodies, and refreshment such as nature needs, let us be therewith content, nor grasp after more, thankful for the mercies of the day, and trusting the Lord for the provision of to-morrow. But they that will be rich, and, instead of being satisfied with their present allotted portions, are determined by every method to add to their store, and have their hearts set upon wealth as their grand object; they fall into temptation and a snare, and become an easy prey to the devil, plunging themselves, in the unhallowed pursuit after riches, into many foolish and hurtful lusts, into deceit, fraud, lying, rapine, injustice, &c. which drown men in destruction and perdition, and both body and soul perish for ever. For the love of money is the root of all evil, and the source of every vile and scandalous action: which while some coveted after, (we have seen the dreadful issue,) they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows; besides all their crosses and vexations, laying up much bitterness for themselves, if they should hereafter be brought to repentance; but if not, treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath. But thou, O man of God, flee these things, be warned by the sad examples of others, and shun with abhorrence all such covetous principles and practices. Note; (1.) There is no true contentment in this world but that which springs from real godliness. (2.) We consult our truest interests when our souls are our first concern. (3.) It is a mortifying reflection to every worldling, how short-lived must be his enjoyments, and that he can carry nothing with him to the grave but a shroud and a coffin. (4.) Nature is satisfied with little, grace with less, but covetousness with nothing. (5.) They who will be rich, are in the high road to ruin; Satan desires no fairer mark. (6.) The love of money has destroyed more than any other vice whatever. (7.) They, who to gain the world lose their own souls, will prove shortly their folly to be as great as their sin. 

2. He enjoins him as to what was his proper pursuit. Follow after righteousness in your transactions with men; godliness, and holiness of heart and life; faith, an increasing measure of this divine grace, and approved fidelity in all your conversation; love to God and men; patience under every provocation; and meekness, bearing with and gently instructing those that oppose themselves: yet, shewing withal a becoming zeal for the truth, fight the good fight of faith against all opposing foes from earth or hell; lay hold on eternal life, earnestly pressing towards the goal for the glorious prize, whereunto thou art also called by divine grace, as a Christian and an evangelist, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses at thy ordination, and in the presence of those among whom thou hast preached and suffered for the gospel's sake. Note; (1.) We are engaged in an arduous warfare, and must fight every step to heaven against a host of spiritual foes who oppose our progress. (2.) Eternal life, the glorious crown before us, should animate us for every conflict. (3.) The good profession we have once made, should engage us with increasing diligence to approve our fidelity before God and man. 

3rdly, The apostle concludes, 

1. With repeating his solemn charge, and enforcing it with the most cogent arguments. I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, the author of life to all his creatures, and the giver of spiritual life to all that believe; and before Christ Jesus, whose minister thou art, and who himself before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession, boldly asserting his own glorious character and office; that thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, faithful to the solemn trust reposed in thee, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ at the great day; which in his times, or in the proper season, he shall shew, exactly accomplishing the promise of his coming, which he has given to his faithful people, according to the glorious names and characters which he bears, who is the blessed and only potentate, to whom all in heaven and earth are subject, who hath the supreme and universal dominion: and, as he is infinitely blessed in himself, he makes also his believing people happy under his government—the King of kings, and Lord of lords, who all from him derive their power and authority, and to him are accountable; who only hath immortality in and of himself, and is the author of it to his creatures, whether angels or men; dwelling in uncreated glory, in the light which no man, in his present mortal state, can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see, in the full blaze of his divine perfections and attributes: to whom be honour and power everlasting ascribed by all the hosts of earth and heaven. Amen. 

2. He gives him a particular charge, to be delivered to the more opulent members of the church. Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, puffed up on account of their worldly wealth and attainments; nor trust in uncertain riches as their dependance and rock, since these are transitory possessions; but in the living God; the only substantial and abiding good, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy, loading us with his benefits, and allowing us every sanctified use of his creatures: wherefore they who are thus favoured, must see that they do good with their wealth, not abusing it in luxury and extravagance; but that they be rich in good works, employing their treasures for the benefit of mankind; ready to distribute, even unasked, to the indigent and necessitous; willing to communicate, of their substance, without grudging or niggardliness; laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, disposing of their treasures in such a way as that they may have treasure in heaven, and lay hold on eternal life. Note; (1.) Wealth is a talent intrusted with us for the benefit of our brethren: we are stewards, and must give an account of our profiting to the great Master. (2.) Riches are a great temptation to pride; therefore such as have affluence, should be often admonished in their high estate to keep a humble mind. (3.) They are truly rich, who are rich unto God, and improve their abundance to his glory. 

3. He warns him, as before, to take heed of deceivers. O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, the unadulterated gospel word; avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called, the noisy talk and proud boastings of Judaizing, or gnostic teachers, pretending high attainments in science, when in fact utter strangers to true wisdom; which some professing, have erred concerning the faith, and apostatized from the truth. Note; The science which draws men from the simplicity of the gospel, however proud men may value themselves thereon, will be proved at last to be the most egregious folly. 

4. He gives him his parting benediction. Grace be with thee; and that shall preserve thee from all error, and strengthen thee for the faithful discharge of the ministry. Amen! 

